GENERAL PREFACE.                        ix

that people, and some intimation of the means by
which it might be elevated and improved, were themes
which had long engaged my meditation.

Born hi a library, and trained from early childhood
by learned men who did not share the passions and the
prejudices of oxir political and social life, I had imbibed
on some subjects conclusions different from those which
generally prevail, and especially with reference to the
history of our own country. How an oligarchy had
been substituted for a kingdom, and a narrow-minded
and bigoted fanaticism flourished in the name of re-
ligious liberty, were problems long to me insoluble,
but which early interested me. But what most attracted
my musing, even as a boy, was the elements of our
political parties, and the strange mystification by which
that which was national in its constitution had become
odious, and that which was exclusive was presented as
popular.

What has mainly led to this confusion of public
thought and this uneasiness of society is our habitual
carelessness in not distinguishing between the excel-
lence of a principle and its injurious or obsolete appli-
cation. The feudal system may have worn out, but its
main principle, that the tenure of property should be
the fulfilment of duty, is the essence of good govern-
ment. The divine right of kings may have been a plea
for feeble tyrants, but the divine right of government is
the keystone of human progress, and without it govern-
ments sink into police, and a nation is degraded into a
mob.

National institutions were the ramparts of the multi-
lude against large estates exercising political power